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Movember 27, 2007

Phil Isanbarg, Chalrman and Members
Delta Vision Blue Ribben Task Forcs
1418 Ninth Street, Suite 1211
Sacramenta, GA 55814

Dasr Chairman [sanbery and Membars of tha Task Forea:

The Solane County Baard of Supenisoss has grave coneeens that tha health of the Dalta and tha
Svisun Marsh will ke irevarsibly compromisad with the proposad Vision for the Della. We appreclata
that the Task Force recognlzes that the. Delts 1s crusial i tha State of Califernia for s watar — for
drirking, far Irgatlon, for the envicenment, and for reereation. Our Board i msalved In ts commitmant te
ansure that the Dalta contipues to serve Solano County as a resourse for our historlc watar rights. To that
end, we offer the following comments an the Delta Vision Blue Rlbbor Task Force Plan:

Water Rights: The Counly reguests that the Vision Task Force end the State acknawledge our legal and

contractuzl area of origln water rights, as outlined In the January 1981 contract batween the Callfornla

Departmant of Water Resources {DWR) and the North Delta Water Agency, We strongly oblect to the

BWR notlon that these rights can be confiscated and our communities sbandaned. In addition, we need

azsumances that thase sountles in the ares of origin Wil have: thelr water needs mat before sny watar Iz
expeoriad from tha Sacramenta Rivar systam. -

Ecanomic Vitality: Qur Board urges you in establlsh that the confinued economic viability and vitality
of the exdsting sommunities within and surrounding the Delta and the Sulsun Marsh Is a coegual value
to water sugply and environmentai improvement, We nped the economic vitality of the communitias
within and swrounding the Daita and the Sulsun Marsh recogplzed In order i ensure agricutiure
preservation and enhancement. We belleve the Visian shauld Include 2 discussion of economic
Incentives to reviallze tourlem, agricultve and related Infrastructure, and the boating and fishing
Industrias (marinas, hospitality vanues, game fish halcheres, etc.}. The Vision should alse addrass the
devalopment of aquaculture and In-delta storags on soma af the Daltz Islands.

Infrastructure: Wa believe that there shauld ba confimation that the ranspariation and utlitles
infrastructure running through the Delta (telecommiunications, alectrical power, natural gas, sawage
frmatment, etc.) will be strengthaned. The road system gaing through the Dedta Is vi@l ta the survival of
the communities within and surounding the area. At the sama time, tha State highways hava started to

crumbla because thay wemne nover dasigned to handle the traffic we are getiing, et alona what It = going
to cama. This will also mean upgrading the mlreads going through the Delta,
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Sulsun Marsh & Fresh Water Supply: Qur Board is very concemod about the impacts on the Suisun
Marsh and I5 natural habltat and wants te ensure that the Task Foree's actions are conslstent with tha
Suiswn Marsh Preservation Act which covers marshlands, bays and sloughs 1n the wadess surrcunding
the rrarsh, This means providing for adequate water quallly, sxercising sound watar managemesnt
pracicas including dralnage within the Marsh, providing for the production of valuzble waterfowt plant
foods and future supplemental fresh watar supply.

The Vision and sybsequent plar nesd to addness how we are golng maintain a fresh water supply fer the
Suisun Marsh and the private iandownara In the area for the enisting agriculiture and the duck ciubs -
thasa Ieinters are our pariners In maintalning the ecosyetem of the mash. The salnly intruslons
sxpectzd from the anvisloned proposals wi patentially impact the fresh water supplies senving the
communities of Rio Vists, Collingville and Birds Landing. Qur exparence (from prior to ihe State water
project Exparis which caused tha City of Banicie and the Benkda Army Arsenal 1o lose their ability to
axiract frash waber from the Sulsun Bay) justifies the need for this issus 1o be fully addressed.

North Bay Aquaduct We nead tha State {o address and fund an alternste Inteke for the Necth Bay
Aguadiict IntEke of the State Water Project from Barker Slovgh, which ks envisioned as habltat for the
Delta Smait and the Spittall and for the creation of orgenic carbon ta basefit the fuod chain. But this
vision has adverse waler qualily impacts to a malor drinking water source for Solano and Napa eountias.
Relocation estimates exesad $170 milfan dolars, and the Stats should contribute at least 50% of that

cost

Water Blevation: In addressing sem Jevel rise and fiis effect en the dells, # is Important i note that while
water swface increases will have a profound sffect on tha existing sysiem of levees evary day; dusing
periodic flooding evants, Inflows from tributaries Wi compeund those sifects, The Dalta Vislon deas not
propery addness the enginearing Improvements needed o ersurs drainege of upsiream starm water in
watersheds draining inte the Cella and the Sulsun Marsh, The Deta‘s sxpacted water elevation would
increase flooding on areas an the finges of the Dells, so reducing inflows [nto these arsas wound educe
floading, and the pressures en Oelta ievess, Wa do not agree with the notfon that the Stats should have
land use authority, espacially the assertion of increased Jurisdiction due ta sea level rise for up fa 55
Inches sbove the mean seq level, Land usa declsions should ramailn with the lozal jurdsdictions.

Disaster Preparadness: We agoee with the Task Forca's emphasls on emerpency preparedness and
thet the State Office of Emergency Sanvlcas shouki fund planning exarcises and pregosiiion equipment,
supplies, command and control capabliites, and shelters. Additionally we recommmnd that you look at
prapositioning rack, sand and other bullding materats be pre-posionad alang the deep water channel
east of Colllnsville — at tha confiuencs of the Sacraments and San Jeaguin rivers,

Levess: Agrictlium levess naed to be enhaneed, not abandaned, The State shauld contnue, and even
increase, Its histeric role in sutwariions and leves maintenance as a mitigation for suppressing / selzding
development dghts fram the landowners. These levees pratect valulable farm lapd, wilkdifa and wetland
habitats. The levae system in the Suisun Marsh also protecis Delts water quality from selt water infrusion

and mixdng of salt nto the westem Deita.

Mitigations: There is net enough emphasis or clarity on how tha State s going to mitigate tha esonomic
logses that farm ownara and local govemments are gaing to aceur when lands are Inuncdated with water,
convaried to habiiat, or marginabzed dus to setbacks from levess. Local governments should nat have ta
ask thalr cltizons to plck up the tab due o the Ipes of sales faxes on the farm gate and lewar propecy

taxes. Those who banefit should pay.
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I summary, we are very concemed abaut the future of the Delta because wa know there will be winnars
and losers In whatavar is the final quisame of tha Delta. There is 3 stiong, unifled volca coming from this
County, which welcames the appditunily o angage In a dalogue with you as the Delta Vision

/

cc: Governer Amold Schwarzensgger
Selano County Legislativa Dalegation
Michael Chrisman, Secretary of Resources
Dale Bonner, Secratary of Business, Transportation and Housing
AG, Kawamura, Sacratary of Agricuiture
Cindy Tuck, Assistant Sacratary of Califomia Environmental Pratection Agency
Faul Clanon, Executive Director of tha Callfiornla Public LHItles Commission
Lester Snow, Directar of Wertsr Rescurces
Joseph Grindstaff, Directer of Calffornda Bay Delta Authority
John Krlin, Exacutiva Directar of Defta Vislon .
Mike McGowan, Chairman of Delta Protection Commission
Benlamin Cerer, Frasidant State Reclamation Bcard
Board of Supervisors in Contra Coste, Sacramanto, San Joaquln and Yoo Counties
Membars of the Soiane County Board of Supenisors
Cltlas of Benlcla, Dlxon, Faidlald, Rio \Vista, Sulsun City, Vacavlle, Vajlajn and Travle Alr Force Base
Solanc County Waler Agency
Sulsun Resourss Consarvation District
Selane Caounty Reslamation and Lavee Districls
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